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(andles are lit and resolutions made at the concluding session of
St. Agnes parish’s Alpha “day away” held at Paul Smith's College vis-
itor interpretive center in the fall. The Lake Placid parish has been
offering the Alpha course on the basics of Christianity since 2022
and is one of several parishes usingthe program in their evange-
lization and faith formation efforts, including St. Peter’s Parish in
Massena and the Cathedral Parish in Ogdensburg.

Pope: Be open to the word of God, service

By Matthew Santucci
(atholic News Agency

Pope Francis on Wednesday
closed his catechetical series on
apostolic zeal, delivered during
his recent general audiences, by
noting that the attitude of being
open is a duty for every Chris-
tian and a precondition for au-
thentically announcing the Gos-
pel.

“The Christian must be open
to the Word of God and to the
service of others,” the pope said
during the audience. He went
on to juxtapose this notion of
openness with a mentality of
“closure,” noting that the latter
contradicts the central message
of the Gospel and allows for
people to fall into ideological

ways of thinking.

“Closed Christians always end
up badly, because they are not
Christians, they are ideologues,
ideologues of closure,” the pope
said.

The pope highlighted this
openness by pointing to the
Gospel of Mark when Jesus per-
forms the miracle of healing a
deaf-mute man, using “the deci-
sive word” of “effata,” which the
Holy Father noted means “open
up” in Aramaic.

“And for this reason, this ef-
fata, this ‘open up,’ is an invita-
tion to all of us to open up,” he
continued.

While acknowledging the con-
dition of “physical deafness,”
the pope noted that in the bib-
lical context it assumes a met-

aphorical character, conveying
that “one who is deaf to the
word of God is mute, who does
not communicate the word of
God.”

Pointing out that it is Jesus
“who is capable of opening his
ears and mouth,” the pope not-
ed that this mandate to be open
in evangelizing comes for all
Christians at the moment of bap-
tism when the priest, “touching
the ears and lips of the baptized
person,” says: “May the Lord
Jesus, who made the deaf hear
and the mute speak, grant you
to quickly listen to his word and
profess your faith.”

“We too, who have received
the effata of the Spirit in bap-
tism, are called to open our-
selves. ‘Open yourself,” says

Jesus to every believer and to
his Church: Open yourself be-
cause the message of the Gospel
needs you to be witnessed and
announced,” Francis continued.
The Holy Father closed his re-
marks by suggesting that before
becoming a witness to the Gos-
pel, it is critical to have a mo-
ment of reflection and ask our-
selves a series of key questions.
“Do I really love the Lord,
to the point of wanting to an-
nounce him? Do I want to be-
come his witness or am I content
with being his disciple? Do I take
the people I meet to heart, do I
bring them to Jesus in prayer?
Do I want to do something so
that the joy of the Gospel, which
has transformed my life, makes
their lives more beautiful?”
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The struggles are why I celebrate

“Is everyone riding the
struggle bus right now?”

I posed that question to
a close friend recently.

I think this time
of year can be
challenging for
many people. Ap-
proaching Christ-
mas, it's easy to
dwell on thoughts
of the loved ones [
who won’t be join- |
ing us around the
tree this year. It's
stressful trying to
complete all the
shopping, wrap-
ping, cooking, cleaning...
that often accompany cel-
ebrations of the holiday,
and everything is more
expensive than it was in
years past.

Darcy L.
Fargo

Those difficulties par-
ticular to this time of year
are in addition to regular
life struggles, and some
people have alot of
them. I know many
people struggling
to obtain or main-
tain good physical,
mental and spiri-
tual health, strug-
gling in relation-
ships, struggling
financially...

I know a lot of
people who are
struggling. I'm not
exempt. I have my
struggles. I'm fairly cer-
tain no one is exempt. We
all struggle. It’s part of
our humanity.

I sat down recently and
took a few minutes to try

to figure out what I could
drop from my calendar
and what burdens I could
make lighter by asking for
a bit of help from my fam-
ily, friends and colleagues.

Ithought, “how amIeven
supposed to think about
preparing for Christmas
spiritually - preparing to
celebrate the birth of our
Savior - when I have all
this to manage?”

It struck me like a ton of
bricks. The struggles - the
human condition - are ex-
actly why I celebrate.

God - the embodiment
of perfection and love -
chose to take on this hu-
man condition. He chose
to take on the struggles -
including pain and grief -
to save us from our strug-

gles for eternity.

That’'s powerful love.
That’s love beyond un-
derstanding. That’s
something to sit with as
I prepare to celebrate
the moment it happened.
That’s an incredible gift
from an incredible God.

Speaking of incredible
gifts, you, the readers of
this newspaper, are gifts
in my life. I sincerely ap-
preciate your kind words,
your prayers, your con-
structive feedback and
your support of the North
Country Catholic this year.

Merry Christmas! I pray
we all remember God’s
love and find peace and
joy in it this Christmas,
even through the strug-
gles.

I wish you ¢ all the

Happy Christmas to you
and your family. I wish
you all the joy of Christ-
mas, the love and peace of
our God, as we celebrate
the birth of Our Lord and
Savior, Jesus Christ. I will
remember you and your
family in my Christmas
Masses. I do ask that you
keep me in your prayers.

Today, I would like to
take a moment to remem-
ber my friend, Msgr. Paul
Whitmore, who died re-
cently. When I think of Fa-
ther Paul, I remember an
excellent professor and
then an excellent pastor
at several North Country
parishes. Father Paul was
always a dedicated, holy
priest.

When 1 first became
a pastor myself, Father
Paul was teaching at
Wadhams Hall. He would
come down to my parish
on weekends to assist.
In addition, we were col-
laborators here at the
North Country Catholic.
It was very special for us

both that we were able to
write for the paper. So, I
hope you will join me in
remembering and pray-
ing for Father Paul. My
prayer is a prayer of grat-
itude for his ministry as
a priest of the Diocese of
Ogdensburg.

And now I would like
to add a Christmas mes-
sage as we all prepare to
celebrate again the birth
of Jesus. Each time I read
the Gospel story, I won-
der who else was there
at the time of the Lord’s
birth. I know there must
have been some other
people there to assist
Mary and support Joseph.
Personally, I have no idea
who was there at my birth
and supported my moth-
er and father. I am certain
you remember that I of-

joy of Christmas

ten write and talk about
that special day when I
was invited by Susan and
Paul to be with them at
St. Joseph’s Hospital for
the birth of their second
child, Will. I have told this
story several thousand
times. It was truly the
most exciting day of my
life. I thank God for that
day; it has become my
Christmas story.

I often see that child,
now a 25-year-old man.
Each time I do, I am re-
minded and I remind him
that I was there when he
began his life journey. I
am certain that this gives
us a closeness with each
other. It is a relationship
that is important to me,
so I will always contin-
ue telling the story - my
Christmas story.

Each Christmas, the
Masses I offer are very
special opportunities;
these Masses are a real
celebration we are hon-
oring the coming to this
world of Our Savior, Je-

sus, to be one of us, com-
ing to bring his message
of love and peace to us
and for us. We became a
blessed people. Jesus, the
Son of God, was one of
us, like us in every way.
This race of ours is a sa-
cred race. Jesus, the son
of God, was one of us. So,
we must be a dedicated
people, called to live as a
sacred people. Jesus was
one of us.

Christmas reminds us
of the Lord’s message
each year and his chal-
lenge for us. We can and
must make a difference
in this world - our world
and the Lord’s world. And
with Jesus we can accom-
plish this.

God surrounds us with
a peaceful winter beauty
when all Creation shares
in celebrating the birth of
Christ. His love and light
fill us so we can shine in
the world, serving him as
we pray for peace. I want
to wish you all the joy of
Christmas.
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FOLLOW ME

‘A time of renewed hope and grace’

Dear Sisters and
Brothers in Christ:

Peace Be with You!
These words of greet-
ing that we hear at ev-
ery Mass are the first
words that Jesus spoke
to His disciples in Je-
rusalem when He ap-
peared to them after
His resurrection from
the dead (Luke 24:36).
Yes, our risen Lord,
whose birth we now
celebrate desires peace
and unity among us.

Still another Christ-
mas is upon us where
we find our fractured
world far from peace.
Hopes for genuine
reconciliation on the
global scene seem So
remote. Our nation-

" At this time of giving, we are reminded of the

Wishing you and your families a Blessed Christmas !

al leaders become en-
trenched in their ideol-
ogies and our divided
nation continues to
limp badly. Many of
us, particularly during
the holidays, are
painfully aware
of fractures and
division within
our own fami-
lies.

Enduring peace
is a fruit of faith.
Peace is commu-
nion with God.
Through our
own earnest ef-
forts to grow in
our relationship
with Christ during this
time of Eucharistic Re-
newal, we can become
peacemakers who in-
spire others by our

Bisho Terry
R.LaValley

example. Such efforts
might include: daily
recitation of the Ro-
sary; spending a Holy
Hour of Adoration each
week before the Bless-
ed Sacrament
for the innocent
victims of vio-
lence; celebrat-
ing the Sacra-
ment of Penance
and seeking for-
giveness for per-
sonal sins that
work against
peace and unity;
making Fridays
a day of Pen-
ance for Peace
by abstaining from
meat; taking the time
to become more knowl-
edgeable about those
who suffer oppression;

or including in your
prayer intentions at
Mass, a special petition
for peace and healing
in our families.

Our Church has arich
treasury from which
we can draw to help us
work toward a lasting
peace.

I pray that you and
your family will avail
yourselves of these
treasures of our Church
and make Christmas
2023 a time of renewed
hope and grace.

May the Prince of
Peace lead you and
your loved ones along
the path of peace. With
outstretched arms
from the manger and
then later from the
Cross, God reaches

| Ciuﬁsfmas Peace to All |

_+ During this Haly Season, may you experience-the priceless
gift oflove that came with the birth of our Savior.

® L

out to us in peace and
wants us to reach out
to one another. Peace
is God’s gift to us; our
gift to God is to make
peace with one anoth-
er. Let us join the an-
gels in song: “Glory to
God in the highest and
peace to His people on
earth!”

A blessed Christmas
and peace-filled New
Year to you and your
family!

Faithfully yours in
Christ,

fﬁ%ﬁw]/

Most Reverend
Terry R. LaValley
Bishop of Ogdensburg

greatest gift ever- Jesus Christ. ¢
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More parishes evangellzlng with ‘Alpha’

By Keith Benman
Contributing Writer

An evangelization
effort described as “a
gentle on-ramp” to
Christianity has drawn
increasing interest from
parishes in the Diocese

of Ogdensburg.
The “Alpha” course
in basic Christianity

was offered for the first
time at St. Mary’s Cathe-
dral parish in Ogdens-
burg this fall. About 15
people went through
the Alpha course held
at Brzana Hall, accord-
ing to Amy Schirmer,
parish  evangelization
committee chair.

She brought Alpha
to St. Mary’s after see-
ing its success at other
churches.

“What’s made me a
fan of Alpha from the
very beginning is it gets
people talking about
who Jesus is, and seeing
him in their lives and
work, and talking about
him,” Schirmer said.

The basic format for
each Alpha session con-
sists of a communal
dinner, an Alpha video
covering one core as-
pect of Christian belief,
and a half hour or so of
conversation in small

Warm up with a

PHOTO COURTESY OF ST.AGNES PARISH

Alpha participants in a small group talk together at St. Agnes parish’s
Alpha “day away” held at Paul Smith’s College visitor interpretive

center in the fall.

groups.

The sessions, each
lasting about two hours
and 30 minutes and
take place once a week
for 12 weeks or so.

There is also a “day
away” retreat.

In Lake Placid, St. Ag-
nes parish joined the
fold with its first Al-
pha course in the fall of
2022 with three more
held in 2023.

St. Peter’s Parish, in
Massena, was the first
in the diocese to pilot
Alpha in 2017. Since, it
has been holding two
courses a year, one in
the fall and one in the
spring.

St.  Peter’s Parish

has also has made the
youth version of Alpha
a pre-requisite for con-
firmation.

Joseph DeCoste took
his first Alpha course
this fall in Massena. It
was held in the the St.
Mary’s church social
hall. He is an Air Force
veteran who said he fell
away from the church
for awhile but came
back when he was in his
50s.

After the last session
in late November, he
said he would definitely
recommend Alpha.

“Basically, what I got
out of it is a stronger
spiritual  relationship
with God, more under-

Visit our website at www.northcountrycatholic.org
to pay by Credit Card for immediate delivery.

OR Send this coupon with payment to:
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PO Box 106, Canajoharie, New York, 13317
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standlng, and meeting
nice people and creat-
ing new friendships,”
DeCoste said.

Alpha was pioneered
at an Anglican Church
in London in the late
1970s.

It has since spread
around the world. More
than 400,000 people
took the course in the
United States last year,
according to figures
from Alpha USA.

St. Peter’s Parish Pas-
tor Father Mark Reilly
describes the program
as being for “seekers
and questers.”

Among the hundreds
to attend in the past six
years in Massena are
steady Catholics, fallen
away Catholics, peo-
ple of other Christian
faiths, and people of
very little or no faith.

“It's another way of
presenting the gospel,
especially for people on
the edge or who have
walked away from the

church.” Father Reilly
said.
The Alpha session

videos seek to answer
basic questions about
the Christian faith such
as: Who is Jesus? Why
did Jesus die? And how
can I have faith? Topics
such as prayer, the na-
ture of evil and Chris-
tian healing are also
covered. The videos are
fast-paced and laced
with humor.

While sticking to
Christian concepts
accepted by most all
Christian denomina-
tions, the Alpha video
series presented at lo-
cal parishes does con-
tain a healthy dose of
Catholic content.

Catholic priests are
among the many first-
hand sources to pop up
in the videos. Mother

Teresa’s example and
words are cited by the
host and originator of
Alpha, Anglican Priest
Nicky Gumble.

Still, Father Reilly
said, the question does
come up: Why not pres-
ent something specifi-
cally Catholic?

The St. Peter’s pastor
uses different analogies
such as the “gentle on-
ramp” as well as the
following one to answer
that question.

“If someone can't
swim and is terrified of
going in the water, you
don’t just throw them
in the deep end,” Fa-
ther Reilly said. “Alpha
is kind of the kiddie
pool.”

St. Agnes parish’s ex-
perience with Alpha in
Lake Placid has been
similar to St. Peter’s in
Massena.

Alpha at St. Agnes has
attracted a good many
people who are steady
Catholic church-go-
ers, said parish evan-
gelization coordinator
Gin Shaw. It also has
attracted people who
have fallen away from
the church as well as
people of other faiths.

Two recent attend-
ees are taking added
instruction to become
Catholic.

“It brings a culture
of hospitality and in-
vitation to the parish,”
Shaw said.

In the fall, St. Agnes
added a youth Alpha
program.

Shaw says as each Al-
pha course ends many
people want to know
how they can get more
involved in parish life.

“They become on fire
for love of Jesus and
then they want to get
more involved,” she
said.
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Funeral celebrated
for Sr. Catherine
Cummings

A Mass of Christian
Burial was celebrat-
ed for Sister Catherine
Mary Cummings, a Sis-
ter of Mercy, on Satur-
day, December 16, at
Reiss Family Memorial
Chapel at Elderwood of
Uihlein in Lake Placid.
Father John Yonkovig
and Father Paul Kelly
will celebrate the Mass.

A spring burial will be
in St. Alphonsus Ceme-
tery in Tupper Lake.

Sister Catherine Mary
Cummings died Mon-
day, Dec. 11, 2023, at
Adirondack Medical
Center in Saranac Lake.
She was 86.

Born Shirley Ann Cum-
mings in Ogdensburg on
Aug. 29, 1937, she was
the daughter of Kath-
erine and Myron Cum-
mings.

She entered the Sisters
of Mercy in Tarrytown,
New York, on Sept. 8,
1955, and along the way
received a doctorate in
nursing education.

She began her ministry
of teaching nursing at
Mercy Hospitals in Wa-
tertown and Port Jervis.
Sister continued that
ministry in New York
City, Syracuse, Hartford,
Connecticut, Worces-
ter, Massachusetts and
Hartsdale, New York.

In 2006, she started

Sister Catherine Mary Cummings

a new ministry at Mer-
cy Care for the Adiron-
dacks as director of Mer-
cy Care’s Parish Nurse
and Mission Integration
programs. She recently
retired from that posi-
tion.

In addition to the Sis-
ters of Mercy, she is
survived by her brother
Thomas (Beverly Wer-
net) of Liverpool, New
York, and many beloved
nieces, great-nieces and
great-nephews.

She was predeceased
by her parents; her
brother, Robert; and her
sister, Mary Gertrude.

The M. B. Clark, Inc.,
Funeral Home in Lake
Placid is in charge of ar-
rangements. Please visit
www.mbclarkfuneral-
home.com to share a
memory or leave condo-
lences.

CHRIS;FMAS BLESSINGS

A

b g

The parishes of
St. Alphonsus - Holy Name of Jesus, Tupper Lake
St. Henry's, Long Lake & St. Therese, Newcomb

T"MONASTERY CARD SHOP <
Cards for All Occasions

Mass ‘Enrollments for your living ¢ deceased loved ones.

Precious Blood Monastery

OPEN: 9 AM - 5 PM
SATURDAY 9 AM -12 PM
400 PRATT ST.,, WATERTOWN
315-788-1669 A

www.sisterspreciousblood.org Z

B,

[

May you have a Blessed Christmas Season and a Happy New Year

From
Our Lady of the Sacred Heart Church and Calvary Cemetery Association
320 W. Lynde St.
Watertown, NY 13601

-
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Environmental Stewardship Bishop’s Public Schedule

‘Word was made flesh’

Nothing goes to waste in a
healthy environment.

All the solids, liquids,and gas-
es expelled by plants and ani-
mals are perfectly recycled. Bac-
teria and organisms of decay act
on this matter and reduce it to
its molecular structures, which
then get absorbed into other
forms of life.

Even the human body is
continuously taking in oxygen
from the air, water from nearby
sources and various solids to
build new tissues.

Although we often look the
same as we did a year ago, very
few of the atoms and molecules
in our bodies remain present for
over a few months.

There is a slow, yet persistent
process of change that we un-
dergo every day.

At Christmas, we focus on the
fact that Jesus took on a human
form. This means the billions of
molecules that composed His
human body began this contin-
uous process of being shed back
into the environment.

We celebrate Christmas be-

Protecting God’s Children

cause Jesus wanted to become
one of us — a part of earth and
every living thing on this planet.

Although the actual number
of atoms in our body that were
once a part of Jesus is exceed-
ingly minute, the odds of having
a few are statistically high.

Christmas is truly a season of
joy; but we must know that this
joy is not limited to humans,
which is why we must respect
and care for all of God’s cre-
ations.

Looking at manger scenes,
there are typically more animals
adoring the Child than humans.
Interestingly St. Paul tells us in
Roman 8:22-24,“We know that
the whole creation has been
groaning as in the pains of
childbirth right up to the pres-
enttime.”

As we visit the manger scene
this Christmas, we are reminded
that Jesus was born for all of us
and all the rest of creation. (347)

By Tom Kalinowski
St.Bernard’s Parish,
Faith & Ecology

The Diocese of Ogdensburg is able to schedule sessions of the
training, Protecting God's Children for Adults. To arrange for train-
ing, call 315-393-2920 or email jgrizzuto@rcdony.org

To Report Abuse

If you have a complaint of
suspected misconduct involv-
ing diocesan clergy, religious,
employees or volunteers, con-
tact Victims Assistance Coor-
dinator, Terrianne Yanulavich,
Ph.D., LMHC, 5050 Route 374,
Merrill, NY 12955; terrianney-
anulavich@yahoo.com  Phone:
518-358-3145, Ext. 7179 days;
518-569-0612 evenings; or Fa-

ther Christopher (arrara, the
Episcopal Vicar for Clergy; cca-
rrara@rcdony.org Phone: 315-
393-2920 ext. 1340.

If you have a complaint of
suspected sexual abuse or relat-
ed misconduct by the bishops,
contact the Catholic Bishop
Abuse Reporting Service at
800-276-1562 or www.Report-
BishopAbuse.org

This week marks the anniversary of the deaths of the

following clergymen who served in the diocese

Dec. 20 — Rev.Luke Harney, 1892; Rev.Jean B.A.
Barette, 0.M.1., 1955

Dec. 21 - Rev. Camillus Mondorf, 0.S.F, 1914; Rev.
Charles A.Grady, 0.5.A., 1981

Dec. 22 — Rev.Edgard Thivierge, 0.M.1., 1975
Dec. 23 — Rev.John B.P.Honorat, 0.M.1., 1862
Dec. 24 — Rev.Jean Claude Leonard, 0.M.1., 1868
Dec. 25 — Rev.Patrick Lyons, 1911; Rev.Oswald L.
Bentley, 1940

Dec. 26 — Rev. Aloysius Hyacinth McMahon, 1936;
Deacon Andrew Yarchuk, 2019

P

Dec. 20 - 2:30 p.m. — Episcopal Council Meeting
followed by Dinner at Bishop's Residence
Dec. 21 — Noon — Diocesan Staff Christmas Par-
tyDec.22 — Noon — Mass at St. Mary’s Cathedral
Dec. 23 — 4 p.m.— Mass at St. Mary’s Cathedral
Dec. 24 - 8 a.m.— Mass at St. Mary’s Cathedral
4 p.m.— Christmas Vigil at St. Mary’s Cathedral
Dec. 25 — 9:30 a.m. — Mass at Notre Dame
Church in Ogdenshurg
Dec. 27 — Noon — Mass at St. Mary’s Cathedral
5 p.m.— Evening Prayer and Christmas Dinner
with Our Seminarians and their Parents at Wad-
hams Hall in Ogdensburg

: = Y

LUKE 1:32

Mer}"j Christmas and
a Blessed New Year

fo everyone across the Diocese.

From Blessed Sacrament Parish,
the churches of
St. Patrick’s, St. Anthony’s
& Holy Family,
Watertown
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Collection supports 50 retired priests

By Mark T. Mashaw
Diocesan Fiscal Officer

The 40 retired priests
of the diocese currently
receiving pensions from
the Priests’ Retirement
Fund will be direct ben-
eficiaries of the gener-
osity of Catholics in the
North Country who con-
tribute to their parishes
Christmas collection.

Also, 10 priests aged
70 and older who re-
main active in their
ministry in the Diocese
of Ogdensburg are re-
ceiving partial retire-
ment benefits.

Your gift this year
will help support not
only priests currently
receiving support from
the Priests’ Retirement
Fund but also priests
who will retire in the fu-
ture.

This Christmas, par-
ishes will contribute
75% of their Christmas
collection to the Priests’
Retirement Fund, with
the parish keeping the
balance.

While your gift helps
pay pensions to retired
priests, it also helps
the diocese make pro-
visions for pensions for
other priests as they re-
tire in the future.

Actuarial studies are

performed annually
to assure the diocese
is preparing for its fu-
ture obligations to re-
tired priests. The firm
of Frank J. Walters As-
sociates, Inc. has deter-
mined that adequate
provisions are being
made in 2023-24 to
fund the Plan.

It is the diocese’s goal
to provide an annual
pension increase when
able to do so. On July 1,
2022, an increase of $30
in the monthly benefit
paid to retired priests
of the diocese became
effective. The diocese
is currently planning an
increase for the 2023-
24 fiscal year.

Memﬂy Christmas

With gratitude

for all God’s
blessings upon the
parishioners of
St. Stephen’s Parish,
Croghan

Estimated pension
payments in this fiscal
year amount to approx-
imately $1 million. In
addition, 100% of the
cost of health insur-
ance for retired priests
is funded through the
Plan. The 2023-24 fiscal
year estimate for this
benefit is $250,000.

Retired priests of the
diocese receive pen-
sions from the Social
Security ~ Administra-
tion. Because priests’
income is typically
modest, their Social Se-
curity benefits are not
large, and most priests
rely heavily on their di-
ocesan pension for a
good portion of their fi-

May the Lord
Jesus Christ
bring you
peace this
Christmas Season
and a Blessed
New Year!

St. Raphael’s Church,
Heuvelton

Ss. Philip and James,
Lisbon

nancial support.

The value of invest-
ments in the Priests’
Retirement Fund de-
creased over a one-year
period from $9,260,721
on June 30, 2022, to
$8,753,850 on June 30,

2023. The diocese’s
Investment  Advisory
Committee, diocesan

administration, and the
investment portfolio’s
investment managers
closely monitor monies
invested in support of
the Plan.

The Priests’ Retire-

ment Fund of the di-
ocese is also assisted
through extraordinary
gifts. Information about
gift

opportunities to

benefit the Priests’ Re-
tirement Fund is avail-
able from the diocese’s
Executive Director of
the Development Of-
fice, Scott Lalone. Scott
can be reached in Og-
densburg at (315) 393-
2920 or by email at
info@rcdony.org.

Your personal gener-
osity to the Christmas
collection in your par-
ish will support all re-
tired priests of the dio-
cese and will benefit in
the longer term the di-
ocesan religious priests
serving you today. Your
priests, retired and ac-
tive, will appreciate
your support tremen-
dously!

Christmas Blessings

From the Natural Family Planning Office

The mystery of Christmas
“loves to hide within what is

infinitely small...”
(Pope Francis-“Christmas at the Nativity”)

The Vocations Office wishes you the gift of faith,
the blessing of hope and the peace and joy of
God’s love found in the
Christ Child this Christmas.

Rev. Christopher Carrara, Vocation Director Rev.
Matthew Conger, Assistant Director
Sister Mary Eamon Lyng, SSJ,
Vocation Coordinator
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Provide for our priests through a
generous gift to your parish

frstmas Collecton. <

7

Photo taken by Jesse Sovie at the 2023 Chrism Mass

A gift to the Christmas Collection in your parish.
helps to support our 50 retired priests.
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CALLED TO SERVE

He rules the world with truth and grace

Joy to the world, the Lord
is come

ior reigns
Let all their songs employ

Let Earth vreceive her While flelds and floods,

King
Let every heart
prepare Him
room

And Heaven and
nature sing
And Heaven and
nature sing
And Heaven, and
Heaven, and na-
ture sing

An online ency-
clopedia reports
“Joy to the World”
is an English
Christmas carol written
in 1719 by the English
minister and hymnwrit-
er Isaac Watts. The lyrics
are an interpretation of
Psalm 98 celebrating the
birth of Jesus Christ.

Today, the carol is
usually sung to an 1848
arrangement by the
American composer
Lowell Mason. Since the
20th century, “Joy to
the World” has been the
most-published Christ-
mas hymn in North
America. It contains fit-
ting lyrics for our world
today.
Joy to the Earth, the Sav-

Deacon
Kevin Mastellon

rocks, hills and plains
Repeat the sound-

ing joy

Repeat the sound-

ing joy

Repeat, repeat,

the sounding joy
Pope Francis

started his 2015
encyclical on care
for our common
home, earth, with
words from St.
Francis of Assisi,
a deacon, “Lau-
dato Si, mi signore.” The
Pope continued, “Saint
Francis of Assisi reminds
us that our common
home is like a sister with
whom we share our life
and a beautiful mother
who opens her arms to
embrace us. Praise be to
you, my Lord, through
our Sister, Mother Earth,
who sustains and gov-
erns us, and who produc-
es various fruit with col-
ored flowers and herbs”.
Joy to the world, the Lord
is come

Let Earth receive her
King

Let every heart prepare

MERRY

CHRISTMAS

The magic of Christmas is not in the presents,

but in His presence.

Prayers & Blessings to you and yours

during this Holy Christmas season & always!

Merry Christmas from
Sister Mary Ellen Brett, SSJ and Alexis Michael
in the Mission Office!

Him room
And Heaven and nature
sing
And Heaven and nature
sing
And Heaven, and Heav-
en, and nature sing

We remember the
birth of Jesus Christ at
Christmas with joy and
a reminder. He gave us
life but tacked on re-

sponsibility over all his
creation. This Christ-
mas is a perfect time to
renew our commitment
to peace and, as Pope
Francis said in Laudato
Si, to begin a “new dia-
logue about how we are
shaping the future of our
planet.”

Merry Christmas from
the the deacon commu-

nity, ordained men, their
wives and widows.

“God of love, show us
our place in this world as
channels of your love.”

Deacon Kevin Mastel-
lon ministers in Water-
town. He is the Director
of Permanent Deacons

for the Diocese of Og-
densburg.

*Merry Christimas .,

e | —

| From your Seto
L —

n Catholie Knights!
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Neuralink, a compa-
ny run by Elon Musk,
announced in Septem-
ber that it had received
approval to implant
wireless brain-comput-
er interfaces (BCI) into
human volunteers.

A BCI is a neural de-
vice that translates a
person’s brain activity
into external respons-
es, enabling, for exam-
ple, the movement of
a prosthetic limb via
brain signals.

The goal of Musk’s
study is to enable peo-
ple with paralysis to
use their thoughts to
control external devic-
es, especially comput-
ers, through the BCI.

While this end is clear-
ly worthwhile, some fu-
ture uses of BCI tech-
nology will probably
not be equally praise-
worthy, and some fore-
seeable  applications
of this technology will
likely be unethical.

In an MIT Technology
Review article, Profes-
sor John Donoghue at
Brown University men-
tions how as a child he
spent time in a wheel-
chair, which later moti-
vated him to try to help
individuals who were
paralyzed.

One time after he de-
livered a speech at Goo-
gle, he was surprised to
encounter an engineer
who was an avid gamer

MAKING SENSE OF BIOETHICS

The ethics of neuroimplants

who wanted to know if
it would be possible to
have a “third thumb.”

“That’s taking things
to an extreme,” com-
mented Donoghue. “I
don’t want to implant
electrodes into peo-
ple so they can be bet-
ter gamers. I always
challenge all of these
ideas because I don’t
see what it gets you.
But I don’t dismiss it,
either... that is what is
driving people. It’s the
cool factor, that you
could have this
new interface.”

Restoring lost
function offers
an obvious ben-
efit, but enhanc-
ing people’s
abilities beyond
their typical tal-
ents raises ethi-
cal concerns.

When it comes
to  “therapies”
VS. “enhance-
ments,” the former will
generally be OK, but
the latter will often be
problematic.

Yet such a distinc-
tion, for all its useful-
ness, still falls short.

For example, consid-
er a hypothetical device
that, when implant-
ed into the brain of a
person with advanced
dementia, would im-
prove his or her ability
to remember and recall
facts at a level similar

PIRETeN

MARKET ST.,

REVOLTION & BUICK: Y ponTIAC oS ENEEET
“Family owned dealership serving the
North Country for over 56 years!”

For more information, visit our Website
at: www.barstowmotors.com

POTSDAM, NY < (315) 265-8800

Father Tad
Pacholczyk, Ph.D.

to pre-dementia times.
Suppose further that
in a healthy person, the
same device would con-
fer a new ability, the
power of a photograph-
ic memory.

Would this mean it
would be ethical to use
it for the dementia pa-
tient, but not for the
healthy one?

Suppose there were
a BCI that not only im-
proved hand-to-eye co-
ordination and motor
control for Parkinson’s
patients having
movement defi-
cits, but also
improved the
acuity and co-
ordination of
healthy athletes,
so a profession-
al pitcher could
now throw a
baseball even
more accurately.

Would it be
OK to use the
BCI for the Parkinson’s
patient but not for the
athlete?

What if the therapeu-
tic implant for the Par-
kinson’s patient not
only restored his ability
to move in a coordinat-
ed way, but also gave
him the ability to play
baseball essentially as
a professional, some-
thing he had never
been able to do at any
point prior in his life?

The apparent blur-
ring of the distinction
between therapy and
enhancement by BCIs
can become complicat-
ed to sort out.

As BCIs become more
sophisticated, they
may be able to capture
and interpret more and
more intimate aspects
of a person’s thoughts.

When it comes to the
collection of brain data

from sensors, it seems
fitting to require that
such data be protected
like other medical in-
formation.

The confidentiality of
our neurodata will need
to be assured, even as
we seek to safeguard
and expand the notion
of mental privacy.

What if students in
the future had BCIs
that allowed for the
monitoring of the pu-
pils’ attention in class
by scanning or record-
ing their brain activity?
What if workers in a
factory could be mon-
itored in this way for
lapses of attention?
Could BCIs enable the
modulation of sleep
patterns, so employees
could be made to put
in extra hours of work

time?
It seems that coercive
scenarios involving

BCIs might arise rela-
tively easily.

What about the
non-voluntary implan-
tation of BCIs, enabling
control of some indi-
viduals by others with-
out their consent?

One could envision
forced implantation
of chips to “neuter” a
criminal’s bad behav-
ior, for example.

Furthermore, the de-
gree to which a neuro-
implant would interfere
with human autonomy
would be vital to as-
sessing its morality.

A BCI might serve to
increase or decrease
human autonomy.

If someone addicted
to drugs, for example,
received a brain im-
plant that generated
specific stimulation
patterns to break his
addiction, this could be
therapeutic and help-

DECEMBER 20,2023

ful.

But what if the set-
ting were adjusted, and
it instead became pos-
sible to dial in an elec-
trically-induced “high”
that provided an expe-
rience far more intense
than any illegal drug?

Using BCIs to mim-
ic the effects of rec-
reational drugs, or to
pursue more intense
erotic experiences, for
example, by direct-
ed neural stimulation,
could contribute to
the enslaving of future
generations  through
novel addictive behav-
iors, generating a raft
of new concerns.

Moral objections in-
variably arise any time
men and women expe-
rience aloss of freedom
or “personal agency”
on account of addic-
tions or other compul-
sive behaviors.

In sum, while BCIs
could offer important
medical and therapeu-
tic uses in the future,
they also are poised for
dubious or clearly im-
moral uses.

Careful ethical dis-
cernment around selec-
tive deployment of this
technology, therefore,
will be essential going
forward.

Rev. Tadeusz Pachol-
czyk, Ph.D. earned his
doctorate in neurosci-
ence from Yale and did
post-doctoral work at
Harvard. He is a priest
of the diocese of Fall
River, MA, and serves
as Senior Ethicist at
The National Catholic
Bioethics Center in Phil-
adelphia. See www.nc-
bcenter.org and www.
fathertad.com.
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Critics: Death stats In
Canada, U.S. states hide
assisted suicide numbers

By Jonah McKeown
Catholic News Agency

The method used by the Canadian
government and several U.S. states to
record assisted suicide deaths leads to
incomplete statistics and less account-
ability, anti-euthanasia advocates said
this week.

The issue was thrown into sharp re-
lief late last month when, in a Nov. 28
X post, the official account for Statis-
tics Canada - Canada’s national sta-
tistical agency - responded to a que-
ry from a user about why euthanasia
and assisted suicide deaths were not
listed among the top 10 official causes
of death in the agency’s 2022 statis-
tics, despite accounting for more than
13,000 deaths that year. (In Canada,
euthanasia and assisted suicide are
commonly referred to as medical aid
in dying, or MAID.)

“MAID deaths are coded to the un-
derlying condition for which MAID
was requested,” the agency account
wrote, saying it uses World Health Or-
ganization (WHO) guidelines to code
the deaths. As of November, the WHO
guidelines do not include a coding
standard for assisted suicide and eu-
thanasia.

“In the case of a disability or men-
tal health condition, deaths are coded
to the underlying disability or mental
health issue that MAID was granted
for,” the agency continued, answering
a question from a user about how as-
sisted suicide deaths for people suffer-
ing from non-terminal mental illness
will be coded when Canada expands
the practice to the mentally ill in 2024.

In the database, the underlying cause
of death is defined as the disease or
injury that initiated the train of mor-
bid events leading directly to death. As
such, MAID deaths are coded to the un-
derlying condition for which MAID was
requested.

“Deaths are coded using the World
Health Organization’s International
Classification of Diseases and Related
Health Problems (ICD). In the cause of
a disability, deaths are coded to the
underlying disability or mental health
issue that MAID was granted for,”
Statistics Canada said in a post on X,
formerly Twitter. “As a result of this

framework for counting MAID deaths,
a Canadian person who avails himself
or herself of assisted suicide because
of a cancer diagnosis is listed as offi-
cially dying of cancer and not of the
lethal drugs they were prescribed and
ingested.”

The agency’s response drew conster-
nation and confusion from some social
media users, in part because the count-
ing mechanism means that MAID does
not appear in a top 10 list of causes of
death in Canada that Statistics Canada
shared, despite comprising the sixth
leading cause of death according to
separate government statistics. Those
statistics show that there were 13,241
“MAID provisions” reported in Cana-
da in 2022 - accounting for 4.1% of all
deaths in Canada.

Assisted suicide is not the same as
euthanasia, although the two phras-
es are often used interchangeably.
Assisted suicide is the act of making
the means of suicide - such as a lethal
dose of medication - available to the
patient, who subsequently acts on his
or her own. Euthanasia, in contrast, re-
fers to the practice of a medical profes-
sional or other person directly acting
to end the life of a patient, a practice
that remains illegal across the entire
U.S. despite nearly a quarter of U.S.
states legalizing assisted suicide.

Alex Schadenberg, executive director
of the Euthanasia Prevention Coalition,
an international organization with
headquarters in Ontario, told CNA that
in practice, assisted suicide deaths are
counted the same way in each of the 10
U.S. states that offer it. On a patient’s
death certificate, assisted suicide is not
listed as the cause of death but rather
the medical condition that the patient
was suffering with.

All but two states - Oregon and Ver-
mont - explicitly require by law that
assisted suicide deaths be counted
this way. In Oregon, the state “recom-
mends” recording deaths this way on
the patient’s death certificate in order
to “balance the confidentiality of pa-
tients and their families, while ensur-
ing that we have complete information
for statistical purposes” by, according
to the Oregon Health Authority web-
site, later doing a follow-up report to
find out how the patient actually died.

ATHOLIC
WORLD

AT A GLANCE

U.S. bishops seek security funds for houses of worship

(CNA) —The U.S. bishops are asking Congress to provide at least $200
million in federal funds for grants to improve security for houses of
worship and other nonprofit organizations. In a letter to congressio-
nal leaders, the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) urged
lawmakers to include additional funding for the Nonprofit Security
Grant Program (NSGP) in a package that provides security assistance
to Israel. The federal government says that the NSGP “provides fund-
ing support for target hardening and other physical security enhance-
ments and activities to nonprofit organizations that are at high risk of
terrorist attack.” New York archbishop Cardinal Timothy Dolan, chair of
the USCCB's Committee for Religious Liberty, said in the letter that the
grants “enable vulnerable communities to gather for worship, prayer,
and service without fear of being attacked.” Dolan in the letter stated
that“the Jewish community is especially vulnerable,” citing reports of
sharp rises in antisemitic incidents.

U.S. Supreme Court to consider abortion pill case
(CNA) — The United States Supreme Court has announced it will once

again consider an abortion pill case. The outcome of the case, Hip-
pocratic Medicine v. Food and Drug Administration, could reinstate
safeguards that would prohibit sending the abortion drugs by mail.
The court will review a Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals ruling which de-
termined a “Risk Evaluation and Mitigation Strategy” - also known as
REMS - should be reinstated to require that women know the facts
about Mifepristone ahead of consumption. The Justice Department
and drug manufacturer Danco Laboratories appealed the decision. In
2022, several pro-life groups and individuals, represented by the Alli-
ance Defending Freedom sued the FDA arquing that the administra-
tion failed to use the proper channels and hurriedly approve the drug
in 2000, without weighing its severe risks to women, which include
heavy bleeding, loss of future fertility and even death.

Gene-editing therapy gets thumbs up from bioethicist

(CNA) — A new gene-editing therapy called Casgevy, which is designed
to help treat patients suffering from sickle cell disease, has been en-
dorsed by the National Catholic Bioethics Center and its president, Dr.
Joseph Meaney. Casgevy is a new gene therapy developed by Vertex
Pharmaceuticals that uses CRISPR, a genome-editing technology, to
modify a patient’s blood cells and reverse the problems caused by
sickle cell disease. In an interview with “EWTN News Nightly” anchor-
woman Tracy Sabol, Meaney called the new therapy, which is the first
of its kind to receive FDA approval, “groundbreaking” and said that
from a Catholic perspective it “is a very licit therapy” that “hopefully
will be effective.”“The Church has said sinceDonum Vitae really that
gene therapies can be acceptable as long as they're strictly therapeu-
tic. That is to say that gene therapy is used to treat a genetic disease,”
Meaney explained.
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VIRTUAL EVENTS

PRIESTHOOD DISCERNMENT
Are you a single Catholic man
who is hearing the Lord’s call to
the Priesthood? Consider joining
others virtually who are listening
and seeking to respond.

Date: Jan. 28, Feb.11, Feb.25,
Mar. 10, Mar.24, Apr. 14, Apr.28

Time:4p.m.to5

Place: Zoom

Features: High school age
men and older are invited to
join fellow discerners and Father
Howard Venette to discuss this
vocation.

Contact: You must register
in order to attend, please go to
www.rcdony.org/priesthooddis-
cernment

ADIRONDACK MOUNTAIN

FRIENDSHIP VOLUNTEER
TRAINING

Tupper Lake - Mercy Care for the
Adirondacks is recruiting new
volunteers and has scheduled

a Friendship Volunteer Training
Program.

Date: Jan. 18

Time: 9a.m.to 3:30 p.m.

Features: New Volunteers will
join Mercy Care’s more than 100
Friendship Volunteers from Lake
Placid, Saranac Lake, and Tupper
Lake and surrounding areas who
are helping their elder neighbors
stay connected to their commu-
nities and helping to make their
lives a little easier and happier.
Volunteers of all faiths are encour-
aged and invited to participate.
Complementary lunch will be
provided.

Contact: There is no cost for
the training but registration is re-
quired.To register for the training,
please visit Mercy Care’s website
at www.adkmercy.org or contact
Lexi Bevilacqua, Mercy Care’s Pro-
gram Director, at abevilacqua@
adkmercy.org or call Lexi for more
information at 518-523-5446.

CLINTON NORTHERN FRANKLIN

ADORATION
Plattsburgh — Adoration to be
held weekly.

Date: Wednesdays, Thursdays

Jefferson-Lewis
Deanery

St. Lawrence Deanery

Adirondack Mountain Deanery

The North County Catholic welcomes contributions to “Around the Diocese”.
Parishioners are invited to send information about activities to:
North Country Catholic, PO Box 326,
0Ogdensburg, NY 13669
e-mail news@northcountrycatholic.org.
Items must be received in the NCC office by the Wednesday before publication.

and Fridays

Time: 9a.m.to9 p.m.

Place: St.John’s in the Holy
Family Basement

Features: Come to an out of
the way place and rest awhile in
Jesus' Presence. Experience His
healing power, grace, love and
mercy for yourselves and loved
ones. Pray for the sick, suffering,
vocations, our priests, country and
peace in the world.

Contact: For more informa-
tion, to become a substitute or to
sign up for an hour, please contact
518-563-3773.

DEVOTION AND HOLY HOUR
St.Regis Falls — All are invited to
the monthly first Saturday Devo-
tion and Holy Hour for Vocations.

Date: First Saturday of the
Month

Time: Following the 4:30
anticipated Mass

Place: St.Ann’s Church

Features: Prayer after Mass,
Night Prayer, Prayer for All Souls
and the Holy Souls, Novena in
Honor of Our Lady of the Mirac-
ulous Medal, Chaplet of Divine
Mercy, The Reparation Rosary
of the Blessed Virgin Mary with
private meditation on the 15
Mysteries of the Rosary, Adoration
of the Blessed Sacrament reposed
in the Tabernacle, and Prayers for

the Holy Father and his intentions.

HOUSE SITTERS

Ellenburg Center — Our Lady of
the Adirondacks House of Prayer
is looking for many Volunteer
“House Sitters”

Time: The responsibility is to
arrive by 10 a.m. on your chosen
day(s) and remain on premises
until 4 p.m. to welcome visitors.

Features: Lunch and snack
items on hand.Training will be
provided on the history of the
House of Prayer,its mission, and
ways to carry out this ministry of
hospitality for those seeking time
to listen to our Lord, browse in the
library, or visit the Gift Shop. Flexi-
ble schedule and hours are fine.

Contact: If interested in
volunteering, please call Sarah
Anderson at 518-534-9976.

POLISH CHRISTMAS WAFER
Houseville — The Polish Christmas
Wafer or OPLATEK is available.
Cost: 33 per package plus
shipping and handling
Features: The Christmas wafer
or POLATEK, is part of a Polish,
Lithuanian and Slovak custom
that is observed during the Vigil
of Christmas (Wigilia.) After the
first star is visible, family and
friends gather around the dinner
table to share the OPLATEK which
symbolizes the presence of Christ,

the Newborn Child. The OPLATEK
is sent and shared with family
and friends all over the world
as a symbol of love, unity and
forgiveness.

Contact: To order please call
315-348-6260

HOLY HOUR & DIVINE MERCY
Houseville — A Holy Hour of
Adoration with the Divine Mercy
Chaplet will be observed the first
Sunday of the month.
Date: Jan.7
Time: Following 11 a.m. Mass
Place: St.Hedwig's Church
Contact: 315-348-6260

SPAGHETTI & MEATBALL
DINNER
Evans Mills — The Indian River
Council 7471 Knights of Colum-
bus will be having a spaghetti &
meatball dinner.

Date: Jan.13

Time: 4p.m.to7

Place: St.Mary’s Parish Center

Cost: Adults, $9; Seniors, $8;
Children 12 and under, $5; under
5,Free

Contact: For more information
call 315-629-4678

ST.LAWRENCE

WOMENS RETREAT
Potsdam — Women’s retreat to be
held on Discipleship.

Date: Jan.6

Time: 10a.m.to 2 p.m.

Place: St.Mary’s downstairs
community room

Features: Presenter Marika
Donders discusses discipleship in
three stories from Marks’ gospel,
and a reflection on the woman
at the well. Retreat includes a
Holy Hour and a simple lunch. The
retreat is free.

Contact: Kathy Burns burnsde-
signstudio@earthlink.net

ROSARY WITH DEVOTIONS
Ogdensburg — The Legion of Mary
will pray the rosary with devo-
tions for First Saturday.

Date: Jan.6

Time:8a.m.

Place: Notre Dame Church,
Ogdensburg

Features: Rosary with devo-

DECEMBER 20, 2023
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FIRST SATURDAY ROSARY
Massena - Sacred Heart Church
to have first Saturday Rosary
Devotion.

Date: Jan.6

Time: 3:15 p.m.

Features: First Saturday
Rosary Devotion to OUR Lady
of Fatima. Confessions will be
available. Saturday Vigil Mass at
4pm.

MEN’S PRAYER GROUP
Massena — First Saturday of the
month, men’s prayer group to
meet for Mass and Adoration.

Date: Jan.6

Time: 9a.m.

Place: Sacred Heart Church

MONTHLY BRUNCH
Norfolk — Parish of the Visitation
and St.Raymond’s will have their
monthly Knights of Columbus
Brunch.

Date: Jan. 14 (Second Sunday
of each month)

Time: 9a.m.to 12:30 p.m.

Place: Father Amyot Parish
(Center

Cost: Adults, $10; under 12, $5;
under 5, Free; Omelets, add $3;
Take-outs available

Contact: For more information
contact Grand Knight Gil Gonthier
315-212-5166.

CATHOLIC PARENTING
Potsdam — A series of workshops
from the Franciscan University
(atechetical Institute to be held
on (atholic Parenting.

Date: First Sunday of the
month from Oct. to April

Place: St.Mary’s Rectory,
second floor

Features: Attend all or only
those that interest you. Child care
can be provided. Event s free.

Contact: For more information
contact Mike Neaton at 315-335-
6302 or Liz Tarbox at formation-
stp@gmail.com

HOLY HOUR
(anton — Holy Hour for Vocations
to be held.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 15
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YouTube restores
channel, documentary

By Andres Henriquez
(atholic News Agency

The Home of the Moth-
er congregation’s You-
Tube channel HM Tele-
vision was restored after
being deleted on Nov. 3,
the sisters reported in a
video.

“This month of cancel-
lation of HM Television
English channel has in-
deed caused inconve-
niences, but this situa-
tion has also allowed us
to see the appreciation
of our work by so many
people and, in particu-
lar, of the person of Sis-
ter Clare Crockett,” the
Home of the Mother said
in a YouTube news brief.

“We thank you from
the bottom of our heart
for your concern and
your diffusion [getting
the word out about] of
the cancellation of the
HM Television English
channel, which has per-
mitted its restoration,”
the narrator added.

The channel, which had
been canceled by You-
Tube, has thousands of
subscribers and features
the famous documen-
tary “All or Nothing,”
the story of Sister Clare
Crockett, a member of
the congregation from
Northern Ireland who
died in Ecuador during a
2016 earthquake.

The documentary has
2.6 million views and
thousands of comments
that the congregation
feared it had lost, es-
pecially because of the
spiritual good it had
done for many people
who shared their testi-
monies with them every
day.

“Daily people sent tes-
timonies, both written
and oral, of the great
spiritual good received

through this documen-
tary. Conversions, young
people who discover or
accept their vocation to
the consecrated life or
to the priesthood, vo-
cations ‘saved’ in a mo-
ment of crisis, graces
received, and many lives
changed by Sister Clare’s
witness of conversion
and dedication to God,”
thecongregation stated
when it announced the
censorship.

YouTube told the EUK
Mamie Foundation, a
digital evangelism tool
run by the congregation,
that “after taking anoth-
er look, we can confirm
that it does not violate
our terms of service.” In
addition, YouTube apol-
ogized “for any incon-
venience or frustration”
caused by the “mis-
takes” it made by shut-
ting down the channel.

The causes given for
the channel’s removal
in early November were
“spam, deceptive prac-
tices, and scams.” The
Home of the Mother not-
ed that YouTube usually
gives three notices over
a period of 90 days be-
fore closing the channel
permanently so that the

owner can appeal the
decision, which did not
happen in this case.

At that time, Sister
Kristen Gardner, a nun
from the congregation,
told CNA that “the sis-
ters were especially sad-
dened by the elimination
of the documentary.”

“The Sister Clare doc-
umentary was doing
much good,” Gardner
said, adding that it was
“helping to bring many
people back to the Cath-
olic faith and also to pull
people out of mediocri-
ty in their living out the
faith.”

To learn more about
the Home of the Mother
and its various initiatives
and apostolates, you can
visit this link.

This story was first
published by ACI Prensa,
CNA’s Spanish-language
news partner. It has been
translated and adapted
by CNA.

May the Hope of Christmas
shine prightly on you and

our Loved ones.

And may the wonder,

love and peace of our savior

Jesus Christ,

be with you this season
and all vear through.

Mem; Christmas

fram

3t. Peter's Parish, Massena!

www.northcountrycatholic.org

n Find us on Facebook!

Visit our website

Read local stories and commentaries
Search archived papers
View diocesan events and much more EigE

An AdirondacR)

Christmas at
St. Bartholomew’s in
Old Forge

A Solemn Christmas Mass
with Blessing of Creche

Midnight December 25
Carol singing at 11:30 pm

103 Crosby Blvd., Old Forge NY.

From the

Diocesan Fiscal
Office Staff
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Editor’s note: Msgr.

SCRIPTURE REFLECTIONS

A day ‘for lights and for laughter’

I wonder if Jesus felt

Paul E. Whitmore diedon a pang of fear as he

Dec. 7, 2023. The North looked around
Country Catholic will

continue running
his Scripture Re-
flections through
the end of the
year in his hon-
or and memory.
Please pray for
his soul and for
his loved ones.

Everyone wants
to be home for

tears shed on
Christmas eve in army
bunks overseas and

in orphan and refugee
shelters in Africa and
Asia. Airports and rail-
road terminals can be

desperate places on
Christmas Eve when
flights are cancelled.

And the homeless? And
those who have no hus-
band, no wife, no chil-
dren?

Monsignor Paul

Christmas. There E-Whitmore
will be plenty of

that
manger bed? This was a
far cry from the
heaven He had
left! How long
did it take him
to feel at home
there?

How many peo-
ple feel a sear-
ing emptiness
whenever  they
hear I'll be Home
for Christmas
or White Christ-
mas? Because
Christmas is all
about family... the Holy
Family. It’s all about a
God who found no oth-
er way of convincing
us humans how much
He loved us except by
becoming a little frail,
weak baby... like us! No
wonder Christmas is
for children, and if we
can’t force ourselves to
see the world as a child,
we’ll miss the wonder

& ot

And the Word became flesh
and dwelt among us.

Merry Christmas from the Respect Life Office

(Image used with permission from The Saints Project)

December 25

Christmas

READINGS
At the Vigil Mass
Isaiah 62:1-5; Acts 13:16-17,
22-25
Matthew 1:1-25
Mass at Midnight
Isaiah 9:1-6; Titus 2:11-14;
Luke 2:1-14
Mass at Dawn
Isaiah 62:11-12; Titus 3:4-7;
Luke 2:15-20
Mass during the Day
Isaiah 52:7-10; Hebrews 1:1-6;
John 1:1-18

and incredible joy of
Christmas.

The pain comes later.
But for now...it’s Christ-

mas day. And we must
let ourselves go and let
our hearts have a hol-
iday, and just rejoice
with little children and
grandparents, the very
young and the very
old, who understand
best what Christmas is
all about. It’s a day in
which we cancel out all
darkness and all cyni-
cism. It’s a day for an-
gels and dancing, for
lights and for laughter,
for Christmas trees and
presents. As a child, it
wasn’t hard at all to be-
lieve in God’s love, be-
cause he was small like
I was, and because my
mother and father and
my brother loved me so
much!

DECEMBER 20, 2023

Children see Jesus just
like they see themselves
- as loving, expecting
others to love them, and
S0 generous in giving of
their love.

“For a child is born
to us, a son is given us;
upon his shoulder do-
minion rests. They name
him Wonder-Counselor,
God-Hero, Father-Forev-
er; Prince of Peace.”

It’s not hard to believe
at all! God’s love and a
family at home have so
melted into one!

And for those who
can’'t go home again,
Christmas memories

will have to do for now.
Don’t let the memories
go. Heaven is made up
of our memories.

Wy the Hessings of tha forst “Christmas

be yours thés season and W

R,

From the Staft of the Development Office

Scott Lalone, Valerie Mathews & Lorraine Carney
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NEWS 15

DECEMBER 20, 2023
: The Pontifical Mission Societies of the
Diocese of Ogdensburg, Inc.

The Society for the Propagation of the Faith
Sister Mary Ellen Brett, SSJ, Director
622 Washington St., 0gdensburg, NY 13669

(315) 393-2920; fax 1-866-314-7296
mbrett@rcdony.org

Lenity Project
update

Please read for a message from the Lenity Project,
one of the organizations supported by our Diocesan
summer appeal.

As Christmas approaches and we celebrate the
birth of our Savior, we wish you, our dear friends
and benefactors, a Christmas full of peace, love and
much prosperity. Father John Halligan, S.J. (+) was
always our inspiration, our guide and our friend,
and his dream, vision and mission lives on in our
everyday activities of the new Foundation Famili-
as Trabajadoras. On this occasion of the first an-
niversary of his passing from this life to life eter-
nal, in memory of him, we decided to share one of
his Christmas messages with you, along with our
thanks to you for your ongoing generous help. So,
take it from here, Padre Juan:

Dear Folks,

“Wisdom isn’t discovered in classrooms or in the
great school of experience. Wisdom comes direct-
ly from God. It’s a gift revived for Christmas every
year at the season. Without it, we couldn’t handle
the clear truth all year long that the Infant, Jesus,
looking into all-loving eyes, says I'm part of you
now and you're part of me.

He’s with us and He’s in us. With Him everything
is possible. We can become an everlasting kingdom
of helping and enjoying each other.

Wherever and however we live in the ruins, gold
plated or frighteningly ugly, of the paradise lost,
wisdom digs out the truth that we can change our-
selves. We don’t have to make believe. We can put
out for others, and we can make sacrifices, one at
a time for somebody in trouble, each day a little
dying to the pompous way we were. The sum of
all this generosity becomes more of the new life of
Christ in us and in our world. Jesus arranged all
this on Christmas Day.

[...] Jesus loves us, yes, we know, for the Bible
tells us so.” Cheers, John J. Halligan, S.J. LOVE IS
SERVICE

From the desk of Madre Cindy: Christmas is a
time to think about all the gifts we have been given.
We are grateful to Joe and Patricia for their loving
and generous service. Family and friends too, are
on top of the list. Our Family in Quito continues
to grow. We could not serve these families without
your help. We give thanks to each of you for helping
us celebrate the mystery of Christmas year-round.
Merry Christmas and many blessings for you and
your family in 2024. Merry Christmas from all of
us!

OBITUARIES

AuSable Forks — Robert J. Mi-
nogue, 71; Mass of Christian Burial
Jan.6,2024 at Holy Name Church.

Blue Mountain Lake - George
“Hap” Georges, 85; Mass of
Christian Burial Dec. 16,2023 at
St.Paul’s Church.

Champlain - Florence L.
(Favreau) Cardin, 95; Mass of
Christian Burial Dec. 12,2023 at
St.Mary’s Church; burial in St.
Mary’s Cemetery.

Clayton — Daniel P.Ward, 53;
Mass of Christian Burial Dec. 16,
2023 at St, Mary’s Church; burial
in Woodlawn Cemetery Sunset
Mausoleum, Syracuse.

Dannemora - Iris (Eldridge)
Stow, 80; Mass of Christian

Burial Dec. 12,2023 at St.Joseph's
Church; burial in St. George’s
Cemetery, Burke.

Harrisville — Mary V. (LaDuc)
Bond, 94; Graveside Services at St.
Francis Solanus Cemetery.

Lishon — Mary (Driscoll) Cadrette,
86; Mass of Christian Burial Dec.
15,2023 at Ss.Philip and James
Church; burial in St. Mary’s Ceme-
tery, Canton.

Massena — Paul J. Bronchetti, 84;
Mass of Christian Burial Dec. 15,
2023 at St.Mary’s Church; burial
in Calvary Cemetery.

Massena — Kevin J. Ghostlaw,
64; Mass of Christian Burial Dec.

14,2023 at Church of the Sacred
Heart; burial in Old St. Mary’s
Cemetery, Fort Covington.

Morrisonville — William Light,
Sr., 81; Mass of Christian Burial
Dec. 15,2023 at St. Alexander’s
Church; burial in parish cemetery.

Morrisonville — Janice A.
(Sorrell) Rock, 92; Mass of
Christian Burial Dec. 11,2023 at
St. Alexander’s Church; burial in
parish cemetery.

Norfolk — Jean (LaRue) LaPlante,
89; Mass of Christian Burial Dec.
15,2023 at Church of the Visita-
tion; burial in Visitation Cemetery.

North Bangor — George G. Mar-
tin. 58; Mass of Christian Burial
Dec.9,2023 at St. Augustine’s
Church; burial in parish cemetery.

Peru - Josephine Anne (Brelia)
Howard, 83; Mass of Christian
Burial Dec.28,2023 at St. Au-
gustine’s Church; burial in parish
cemetery.

Plattsbhurgh — Shirley (Kilcup)
Beriau, 95; Mass of Christian Burial
Dec. 16,2023 at St.John's Church;
burial in St. Mary’s of the Lake
Cemetery, Cumberland Head.

Port Henry — Catherine A. (Con-
nors) Corbo, 85; Mass of Christian
Burial Dec. 16,2023 at St. Patrick’s
Church; burial in St. Patrick’s
Cemetery.

Potsdam — Eleanor (Converse)

Barr, 98; Mass of Christian Burial
Dec. 12,2023 at St.Mary’s Church;
burial in Sanfordville Cemetery.

Ticonderoga — Arthur Richard
Ryan, 88; Mass of Christian Burial
Dec. 12,2023 at St.Mary’s Church;
burial in St. Mary’s Cemetery.

Watertown - James Leonard
Coullier, 70; Mass of Christian Buri-
al Dec. 16,2023 at Our Lady of the
Sacred Heart; burial in Glenwood
(emetery.

Watertown - James DiStefano
Jr,, 74; Mass of Christian Burial
Dec.12,2023 at St. Patrick’s
Church; burial in Brookside
(emetery.

Watertown — Mary Jane“MJ)”
Fadden, 85; Mass of Christian
Burial Dec.12,20253 at Holy
Family Church; burial in Glenwood
Cemetery.

Watertown — Robert A.Fields,
76; Funeral Services at D.L. Calarco
Funeral Home, Inc.; burial in N.
Watertown Cemetery.

Watertown — Ida M."Ada”
Guardino, 94; Mass of Christian
Burial Dec. 13,2023 at St. Antho-
ny’s Church; burial in Glenwood
Mausoleum.

Watertown - Roger D. Szurek,
73; Mass of Christian Burial Dec.
18,2023 at Holy Family Church;
burial in Glenwood Cemetery.

Around the diocese

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12
Date: Every Tuesday
Time: 4:10 p.m.
Place: St.Mary’s Church
Features: Holy hour followed
by Mass at 5:15 p.m.and confes-
sions at 5:45 p.m.

ROSARY FOR LIFE
(Canton — Rosary for life to be
held.

Date: Every Sunday

Time: 4:25 p.m. preceding the
5p.m.evening Mass

Place: St.Mary’s Church

ADORATION
Norwood — St. Andrew’s Church
to offer Exposition of the Blessed
Sacrament every Friday.

Time: After 8:30 a.m. Mass
until Noon

DIOCESAN EVENTS

ADVENT MYSTERY PLAYERS
The Advent Mystery Players to
perform.

Schedule: Dec.17,7:15 p.m.at

Holy Family Church, Watertown.

HEALING MASS
FOR ABUSE SURVIVOR
Potsdam - Bishop LaValley has
scheduled a Healing Mass for
those who have Suffered Abuse
by Church Leadership or Others,
on Divine Mercy Sunday.

Date: April 7

Time: 2:30 p.m.

Place: St. Mary’s Church,
Potsdam
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- Project
’;{@ Compassion

Are You or a Loved One Seriously ill?

There is a wide range of practical videos to support patients receiving palliative care and their families.

Resources for Patients and Families
There is a wide range of practical and spiritual videos to support patients receiving palliative care and their families.

Pastoral Care Training
For Pastoral Care Ministers, Eucharistic ministers and others who visit the sick,
the website also provides a 5-video pastoral care training program.

End-of-Life Moral Medical Issues
To assist those making end-of-life moral decisions, the website offers a video that is
an overview of Catholic End-of-Life moral teaching.

Resources for Professionals
To support those who care for the seriously ill patient, the website includes video resources, such as,

A Physician’s Perspective on Providing Primary Palliative Care

For more information, visit us online ElZE Resources for
www.compassionandcope.org @iE Patients and Families

Project Compassion was funded by a grant from the Mother Cabrini Health Foundation




